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AMERICAN 
STATISTICAL ASSOCIATION. 

NEW SERIES, No. 13. MARCH, 1891. 

THE GROWTH OF CITIES IN MASSACHUSETTS. 
By Horace G. Wadlin. 

Chief of the Massachusetts Bureau of Statistics of Labor. 



Massachusetts is no longer the Puritan Commonwealth. 
It is the Commonwealth of Cities. The same causes that 
have made the first title inapplicable have rendered the 
second appropriate. The changes which are in some respects 
revolutionary, yet entirely peaceful, have taken place within 
the memory of men still young. 

In 1820 there were no cities in the State, and tmt two 
towns large enough to become cities under our present statu- 
tory requirements. These towns were Boston, with 43,298 
inhabitants, and Salem, with 12,731. Both were commercial 
municipalities, and to their early settlement in favorable 
locations upon the seaboard their prominence was due. The 
population of Massachusetts was then 523,287, and the pop- 
ulation of Boston and Salem together being 56,029, it will 
be seen that these places, each of which contained more than 
12,000 inhabitants, the minimum limit of city population, 
comprised about 11 per cent of the population of the State. 
The remaining 89 per cent was distributed among 300 towns, 
very few of which contained 3,000 inhabitants. 

The following table shows the population of cities in Massa- 
chusetts in 1890 and at five antecedent periods. The absence 
of figures in the column for any year indicates that the mu- 
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nicipality opposite the name of which the omission occurs was 
not then a city. 



Boston 

Charlestown.. . 

Roxbury 

Worcester 

Lowell 

Fall River. .. . 
Cambridge.. .. 

Lynn 

Lawrence 

Springfield. . . . 
New Bedford . 
Somerville. .. . 

Holyoke 

Salem 

Chelsea 

Haverhill 

Brockton 

Taunton 

Gloucester. .. . 

Newton 

Maiden 

Fitchburg 

Waltham 

Pittstield 

Quincy 

Northampton . 

Chicopee 

Newburyport. 
Marlborough. . 
Woburn 



Totals 129,261 



Population of Cities existing in- 



!855 



160,490 
21,700 
18,469 
22,286 
37,554 
12,680 
20,473 
15,713 
16,114 
13,788 
20,389 



13,3.37 



1865 



192,318 
26,399 
28,426 
30,055 
30,990 
17,481 
29,112 
20,747 
21,098 
22,035 
20,853 



21,189 
14,403 



12,976 



504,6 



1875 



341,919 



49,317 
49,088 
45,340 
47,838 
32,600 
34,916 
31,053 
25,895 
21,868 
16,260 
25,958 
20,737 
14,628 

20,445 
16,754 
16,105 

12,289 



836,933 



390,303 



68,389 
64,107 
56,870 
59,658 
45,867 
38,862 
37,575 
33,393 
29,971 
27,895 
28,090 
25,709 
21,795 
20,783 
23,674 
21,703 
19,759 
16,407 
15,375 
14,609 



12,896 
13,716 



1,087,496 



448,477 



84,655 
77,696 
74,398 
70,028 
55,727 
44,654 
44,179 
40,733 
40,152 
35,637 
30,801 
27,909 
27,412 
27,294 
25,448 
24,651 
24,379 
23,031 
22,037 
18,707 
17,281 
16,723 
14,990 
14,050 
13,947 
13,805 
13,499 



1,372,300 



The town ranking next to Salem in size was Nantucket, 
with its thriving fisheries, its population being 7,266. Other 
large towns on or near the seaboard were the following : — 



Newburyport 6,852 

Charlestown 6,591 

Gloucester 6,384 

Marblehead 5,630 

Middleborough 4,687 

Taunton 4,520 

Lynn 4,515 

Plymouth 4,348 

Beverly 4,283 

Roxbury 4,135 

New Bedford 3,947 



Andover 3,889 

Barnstable 3,824 

Dorchester 3,684 

Newbury 3.671 

Dartmouth 3,636 

Danvers 3,616 

Scituate 3,305 

Cambridge 3,295 

Haverhill 3,070 

Rochester 3,034 
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The largest town in Worcester county was Worcester, with 
2,962 inhabitants; in Hampshire, Northampton. 2,854; in 
Hampden, Springfield, 3,914; in Berkshire, Sheffield, 2,476; 
and in Franklin, New Salem, 2,146, then nearly as large as 
Worcester, but now having a population of 832. 

One who then looked over the State would have said that 
Nantucket, Marblehead, and Barnstable possessed possibili- 
ties of growth far superior to Worcester. Their excellent 
harbors would have been thought an advantage which no 
inland town could possibly overcome. Springfield indeed 
was upon a river, but Worcester was simply a town among 
the hills. Evidently Nantucket, Marblehead, and Barnstable 
shared with New Bedford, Salem, Gloucester, and Newbury- 
port the promise of future greatness. The prophet who 
might have predicted that these were the nuclei of our largest 
cities would not have been without honor in his own country, 
but would have illustrated a recent definition of prophecy 
as "that which never becomes true." Worcester is now our 
second city, while the glories of Nantucket, Barnstable, and 
some of the other coast towns are in the past. But in 1820 
neither the railroad nor the factory system had been per- 
fected. Lowell and Lawrence were unborn. Fall River 
was a town of 1,504 inhabitants, and Holyoke was tillage 
land in the village of West Springfield. 

Lowell was founded in 1826. In 1830 it had 6,474 inhab- 
itants. The migration from the country toward the factory 
town had begun. Boston became a city in 1822; Salem and 
Lowell followed in 1836. The census of 1840 thus found 
three cities in Massachusetts, their aggregate population being 
129,261, or 17.52 per cent of the total population of the State. 
Besides these. New Bedford had passed the twelve-thousand 
limit, but had not yet become incorporated. Fifteen years 
later, in 1855, the first decennial State census was taken. 
Thirteen cities now existed, the additions subsequent to 1840 
being Charlestown, Roxbury, Cambridge, New Bedford, Fall 
River, Lawrence, Lynn, Newburyport, Springfield, and Wor- 
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eester. The population in cities had become 398,947, or 34.78 
per cent of the total population, and Taunton, still under a 
town government, contained 13,750 inhabitants. 

Taunton became a city in 1864. Chelsea had preceded it 
in 1857. At the close of the war, therefore, Massachusetts 
contained 15 cities, their aggregate population being 504,687, 
or 39.83 per cent of the population of the State. The cities 
at that time comprised every municipality containing a pop- 
ulation in excess of 12,000. The population of Boston had 
become 192,318; of Lowell, 80,990; of Worcester, 30,055. 
No other city exceeded 30,000. 

The era of expansion immediately followed, especially the 
expansion of manufactures. New enterprises were started, 
old ones enlarged. Immigration at once increased. The 
foreign born population which at the close of the war had 
been about 21 in the 100 became 10 years later nearly 26 
in the 100. Still, in 1875, out of the total population, 59 
in the 100 were of Massachusetts nativity. 

Haverhill, Somerville, Fitehburg, Holyoke, Gloucester, and 
Newton were added to the list of cities between 1865 and 
1875, and Charlestown and Roxbury were merged in Boston, 
which also took on the towns of Brighton, Dorchester, and 
West Roxbury. 

In 1875. then, we find 19 cities, aggregating 836,933 inhab- 
itants. The towns now had but 814,979. That is, 50.66 per 
cent of the population of the State was in the cities. The 
State had gained 30.38 per cent in the decade, but the gain 
upon territory within the city limits had been 44.06 per cent. 
To express it differently, 66.51 per cent of the gain in the 
State was made in the municipalities then under city govern- 
ment. Ten years later, in 1885, Brockton, Maiden, North- 
ampton, and Waltham had been added to the list of cities. 
The city population had become 1,087,496, a gain of 28.66 
per cent upon the population of the same municipalities in 
1875. The State had gained but 17.57 per cent, and nearly 
72 per cent of its gain was made upon territory within 
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the city limits. The towns had gained but 10.64 per cent 
upon their population in 1875, and nearly 60 per cent of the 
total population was in the cities. The State, which 10 years 
before had found the majority of its inhabitants in urban 
instead of rural districts, now found the majority of foreign 
instead of native descent. 

The proportion of foreign born was now about 27 in the 
100, not greatly in excess of the proportion found in 1875, 
but only about 44 persons in the 100 were of native parent- 
age, and the proportion was considerably less in some of the 
cities. How largely the cities have contributed to this 
change may be seen from the following table, representing 
conditions in 1885, but which have probably not changed 
since, except to increase the percentage of foreign born. 



Cities. 



Boston 

Worcester . . . 

Lowell 

Fall Kiver... 
Cambridge. . . 

Lynn — 

Lawrence 

Springfield. . 
New Bedford 
Somerville. . . 

Holyoke 

Salem 

Chelsea — .. 

Harerhill 

Brockton 

Taunton 



.11. 

o « 

h -3 



Sr o " 

1|| 
§M.S 



34.14 
29.51 
40.37 
49.16 
32.16 
21.30 
43.99 
23.79 
30.71 
26.02 
49.79 
27.06 
25.60 
19.09 
19.40 
27.75 



••§ §• 






; M * 



65.86 
70.49 
59.63 
50.84 
67.84 
78.70 
56.01 
76.21 
69.29 
74.98 
50.21 
72.94 
74.40 
80.91 
80.60 
72.25 



Cities. 



Gloucester... 

Newton 

Maiden 

Fitchburg 

Waltham 

Pittsfleld 

Quincy 

Northampton 

Chicopee 

Newburyport 
Marlborough. 
Woburii 



The Cities (aggregate). 
The State (except cities) 



1 I* 
S Ph 

S3 

a g 3 



32.32 
27.81 
26.41 
2398 
27.47 
23.32 
30.34 
26.01 
39.79 
19.00 
26.17 
30.00 



32.35 
27.18 



iC ^ c£ 

CS O H 

a a S 

o © +a 

& M £ 

Ph 



67.68 
72.19 
73.59 
76.02 
72.53 
76.68 
69.66 
73.99 
60.21 
81.00 
78.83 
70.00 



67.65 
72.87 



This table shows that, considered in the aggregate, about 
33 persons in the 100 in cities are of foreign birth, while in 
the towns only about 27 in the 100 are of foreign birth. 
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Since 1885 five cities have been incorporated, namely, 
Chicopee, Marlborough, Pittsfield, Quincy, and Woburn. In 
the census of 1890, therefore, 28 cities appear, their aggregate 
population being 1,372,300 ; a gain in these municipalities of 
223,986, or nearly 20 per cent in five years. Of the popula- 
tion of the State, 61.29 per cent is now found in the cities. 

The following table ranks these cities in the order of size, 
and presents a comparison of growth since 1865, upon the 
territory now within city limits: — 



Cities. 



Boston* 

Worcester 

Lowell 

Fall River 

Cambridge 

Lynn 

Lawrence 

Springfield 

New Bedford 

Somerville 

Holyoke 

Salem 

Chelsea 

Haverhill 

Brockton 

Taunton 

Gloucester 

Newton 

Maiden 

Fitchburg 

Waltham 

Pittsfield 

Quincy 

Northampton 

Chicopee 

Newburyport 

Marlborough 

Woburn 

Totals (cities) 

The State (except cities) 



Population. 



192,318 

30,065 

30,990 

17,481 

29,112 

20,747 

21,698 

22,035 

20,853 

9,353 

5,648 

21,189 

14,403 

10,740 

6,332 

16,005 

ft ,937 

8,975 

6,840 

8,118 

6,896 

9,676 

6,718 

7,925 

7,577 

12,976 

7,104 

6,999 



570,760 
696,271 



1890 



448,477 
84,655 
77,696 
74,398 
70,028 
65,727 
44,654 
44,179 
40,733 
40,152 
35,637 
30,801 
27,909 
27,412 
27,294 
25,448 
24,651 
24,379 
23,031 
22,037 
18,707 
17,281 
16,723 
14,990 
14,050 
13,947 
13,805 
13,499 



1,372,300 
866,643 



<H § * 






133.20 

181.67 

150.71 

325.59 

140.55 

168.60 

105.80 

100.49 

95.33 

329.30 

530.97 

45.36 

93.77 

155.23 

331.05 

59.00 

106.51 

171.63 

236.71 

171.46 

171.27 

78.60 

148.93 

89.15 

85.43 

7.48 

92.70 

92.87 



140.43 
24.47 



* Including Charlestown and Roxbury in 1865. 
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Besides its cities Massachusetts now contains two towns, 
North Adams and Brookline, each having a population in 
excess of 12,000, the city limit. We also have seven others, 
Medford, Everett, Weymouth, Beverly, Clinton, Hyde Park, 
and Peabody, already containing more than 10,000, and at 
their present rate of growth evidently soon to become cities. 
Now, if we group the cities and towns containing more than 
10,000 inhabitants in classes so as to show certain ranges of 
population we find that the city of Boston, containing a pop- 
ulation of 448,477, represents 0.28 per cent of the whole 
number of cities and towns, and contains 20.03 per cent of 
the entire population of the State. In this respect it remains 
about the same as in 1885 when it contained 20.10 per cent 
of the whole population. Outside of the city of Boston we 
find no city containing more than 90,000 persons. In the 
class ranging from 80,000 to 90,000 we find one city, Wor- 
cester, having a population of 84,655, or 3.78 per cent of the 
entire population of the State. In the class ranging from 
70,000 to 80,000 there are three cities, the total population 
being 222,122, or 9.92 per cent of the entire population. 
There are no cities in which the population ranges from 60,- 
000 to 70,000. In the class ranging from 50,000 to 60,000 
there is one city, its population being 55,727, or 2.49 per cent 
of the entire population of the State. In the class ranging 
from 40,000 to 50,000 there are four cities, the total popula- 
tion being 169,718, or 7.58 per cent of the entire population 
of the State. In the class ranging from 30,000 to 40,000 are 
found two cities, the total population being 66,438, or 2.97 
per cent of the entire population of the State. In the class 
ranging from 20,000 to 30,000 eight cities are found, the total 
population being 202,161, or 9.03 per cent of the entire pop- 
ulation of the State. In the class ranging from 15,000 to 
20,000 are found three cities and one town, containing 68,785 
persons, or 3.07 per cent of the entire population of the State. 
In the class ranging from 10,000 to 15,000 are found five 
cities and eight towns, the total population being 157,003, or 
of 7.01 per cent of the entire population of the State. 
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The classes to which we have so far referred, namely, those 
ranging from 10,000 to 90,000, together with the city of 
Boston, represent 10.53 per cent of the total number of cities 
and towns in the Commonwealth, but they contain 65.88 per 
cent of the entire population. 

The population in the territory now comprised within city 
limits has risen from 623,449 at the close of the war (1865) 
to 1,372,300, a gain of 120.11 per cent ; while the State out- 
side this territory has gained but 34.66 per cent. Massachu- 
setts has gained 76.71 per cent in its population since 1865. 
To this gain we may well point with pride, but it is scarcely 
realized how largely the growth is confined to the cities and 
larger towns. 

The population per square mile is now about 278, but this, 
of course, is in the nature of an average, and. therefore mis- 
leading. In 35.32 per cent of the total number of cities and 
towns is found 86.42 per cent of the population, or, to express 
it more graphically, in about one-third of the cities and towns 
nearly nine-tenths of the population is found, and no one 
of these cities and towns has a population less than 3,000. 

There are 351 cities and towns in the State, and, notwith- 
standing the large percentage of gain which I have cited, 
143 of these, not quite half, but still approaching it, have a 
less population than in 1865. The growth of the cities and 
of the State is largely due to manufactures. That, of course, 
is well known. The condition of the towns without manu- 
factures is perhaps equally well known in a general way, 
but not so fully realized. There are 134 towns in Massa- 
chusetts in which the annual product derived from agricul- 
ture exceeds that derived from manufactures. These towns 
contained 156,408 inhabitants in 1865. They have in 1890 
147,823, a decline of 5.49 per cent. There are 110 towns 
in which the annual product of manufactures is less than 
$100,000 in value. These contained 113,610 in 1865 and 
have 100,929 today, a decline of 11.16 per cent. 

The following table shows the increase in capital invested 
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and in annual product derived from manufactures in the 
cities in 1885 as compared with 1865. The absence of fig- 
ures in the column for 1865 indicates that the municipality 
opposite the name of which the omission occurs was not then 
a city. 



Cities. 



Boston 

Worcester 

Lowell 

Fall River 

Cambridge 

Lynn 

Lawrence 

Springfield 

New Bedford 

Somerville 

Holyoke 

Salem 

Chelsea 

Haverhill 

Brockton 

Taunton 

Gloucester 

Newton 

Maiden 

Fitchburg 

Waltham 

Pittsfield 

Quincy 

Northampton 

Chicopee 

Newburyport 

Marlborough 

Woburn , 

Totals (cities) 

The State (except cities) 



Capital Invested in Manu- 
factures in Cities exist- 
ing in — 



1805* 



$17,754,911 
2,905,310 
10,010,975 
3,175,516 
1,558,955 
1,445,159 
5,272,196 
1,520,414 
2,332,646 



2,128,250 
632,962 



1,689,656 



1,145,796 



51,572,746 
41,813,103 



1885 



$73,346,253 

18,344,408 

37,272,000 

38,419,919 

11,872,416 

9,987,938 

22,348,462 

12,024,404 

15,069,695 

4,255,900 

17,923,517 

6,425,153 

3,821,154 

4,333,861 

4,126,384 

8,900,744 

2,733,492 

1,660,378 

4,695,902 

5,477,446 

6,774,952 

3,891,039 

1,699,251 

3,113,620 

6,040,b06 

5,512,956 

1,743,379 

3,547,535 



335,362,764 
165,231,613 



$93,385,849 $500,594,377 $271,959,122 $674,634,1 



Value of Product of Manu- 
factures in Cities exist- 
ing in — 



1865* 



$57,930,110 
9,609,992 
12,231,166 
11,329,109 
4,421,696 
6,714,646 
15,873,677 
4,138,417 
6,986,910 



4,136,299 
1,010,134 



2,560,120 



142,697,531 
129,261,591 



1885 



$144,376,202 

28,699,524 

29,324,606 

22,915,656 

15,502,373 

31,100,906 

18,257,822 

12,528,823 

11,334,770 

23,791,932 

15,587,093 

9,845,681 

4,551,895 

16,320,707 

13,370,828 

7,325,008 

5,976,580 

2,389,018 

4,239,020 

6,231,866 

4,491,614 

4,488,271 

3,098,649 

3,720,028 

3,586,213 

4,644,966 

6,417,617 

7,105,897 



461,223,565 
213,410,704 



* Currency values reduced to gold basis. 



In 1865 the cities represented 55.23 per cent of the capital 
invested in manufactures, and turned out 52.47 per cent of 
the product. They now represent 66.99 per cent of the 
capital, and turn out 68.36 per cent of the product. 
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For the purpose of indicating the growth of the cities in 
wealth, I introduce a table showing the increase in 1890 as 
compared with 1865. As before, the absence of figures in the 
column for 1865 indicates that the municipality opposite the 
name of which the omission occurs was not then a city. 





Amount raised by Taxation in 
Cities existing in — 


Valuation of Cities existing 
in — 


Cities. 


1865* 


1890 


1865* 


1890 




$4,278,053 
204,840 
203,773 
133,239 
257,629 
140,348 
114,942 
141,422 
213,049 


$11,187,692 
1,194,857 
1,094,357 
914,599 
1,090,782 
644,821 
474,071 
576,730 
622,413 
477,704 
369,127 
461,871 
373,816 
318,769 
281,780 
327,061 
229,100 
541,082 
273,312 
266,869 
223,467 
159,963 
195,295 
149,485 
85,889 
150,356 
109,487 
154,723 


$262,968,519 

12,062,357 

13,424,433 

7,730,567 

16,615,223 

6,763,698 

8,139,532 

8,148,255 

12,951,338 


$822,041,800 




73,417,460 




62,046,799 


Fall River 


53,474,458 




67,471,925 




40,721,028 




30,476,223 




44,493,633 




36,869,754 




32,557,500 






22,073,825 




141,436 
110,013 


9,052,803 
5,271,943 


26,178,190 
20,798,339 






17,877,772 








17,477,847 




94,158 


5,039,925 


17,823,032 




13,945,439 








36,159,025 








17,257,475 








15,476,206 








15,210,714 


Pittsfleld 






10,292,696 








13,677,410 








9,194,091 








6,377,070 




86,105 


4,701,911 


9,646,770 




6,284,638 








8,918,306 










$6,119,007 
4,581,841 


$22,949,478 
8,554,188 


$372,870,504 
268,875,930 


$1,548,239,425 


The State (except cities) 


905,895,201 



* Currency values reduced to gold basis. 



The cities in 1865 had 59.02 per cent of the total valuation, 
and paid 57.18 per cent of the total amount raised by taxa- 
tion for all purposes. Now they have 71.87 per cent of the 
total valuation, and pay 72.85 per cent of the money raised 
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by taxation. The increase in valuation of property in cities 
in 1890 over that in cities in 1865 was from $372,870,504 to 
$1,548,239,425, or a gain of slightly more than 315 per cent ; 
while the gain in valuation of property in towns is but about 
134 per cent. 

The cities may be grouped in classes according to the 
nature of their industries, and for the purpose of comparing 
the increase of city population and city valuation in 1890 
as compared with 1865 the tables on the following page are 
of interest. As previously noted, the fact that a municipality 
was not a city in 1865 is indicated by the absence of figures 
in the columns for that year. All values are in gold. 

Summarizing the results of these tables, it may be said 
that the population in cities existing in 1890 exhibits an in- 
crease over the population in cities existing in 1865, in the 
textile group, of 234+ per cent; in the boot and shoe group, 
498+ per cent; in the leather group, 109+ per cent; in 
cities of diversified industries, chiefly metal working and 
machinery, 227+ per cent ; and in cities classed as residential, 
308+ per cent. The increase in valuation returned from 
cities existing in 1890 over that returned from cities existing 
in 1865, in each class, is, in textiles, 422+ per cent; in boots 
and shoes, 1,117+ per cent; in leather, 287+ per cent; in 
diversified industries, 612+ per cent; and in the residential 
cities, 677+ per cent. 

Boston, as the chief commercial city, owing its growth to 
the fact that it is the metropolis of New England, and Glou- 
cester, which is principally interested in fisheries, are omitted 
in the above classification. Indeed, the classification is to a 
certain extent arbitra^. All of the cities, including those 
classed as residential, have more or less extensive manufac- 
tures, and some classed under particular industry heads in 
these tables have other industries of importance. For in- 
stance, Holyoke, classed in the textile group, is the seat of 
paper manufacturing. Nevertheless, broadly speaking, the 
classification locates the cities in the classes representing 
that to which their growth is mainly due. 
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Cities. 


Population of Cities 
existing in — 


Valuation of Cities 
existing in — 


Percentages of Increase 

in 1890 as compared 

with 1865. 




1865 


1890 


1865 


1890 


In 
Population. 

150+ 
325+ 
105+ 

96+ 


In 

Valuation. 




30,990 
17,481 
21,698 

20,853 


77,696 
74,398 
44,654 
35,637 
17,281 
14,050 
40,733 


$13,424,433 
7,730,567 
8,139,532 


$62,046,799 
52,474,458 
30,476,223 
22,073,825 
10,292,696 
6,377,070 
36,869,754 


362+ 

578+ 
274+ 


Fall River 


Pittsfleld 














12,951,338 


184+ 




91,022 


304,449 


$42,245,870 


$220,610,825 


234+ 


422+ 







CITIES OF THE BOOT AND SHOE INDUSTRY. 






20,747 


55,727 
27,412 
27,294 
13,805 


$6,763,698 


$40,721,028 
17,877,772 
17,477,847 
6,284,638 


168+ 


502+ 
























20,747 


124,238 


$6,763,698 


$82,361,285 


498+ 


1,117+ 





CITIES OF THE LEATHER INDUSTRY. 





21,189 


30,801 
13,499 


$9,052,803 


$26,178,190 
8,918.306 


45+ 


189+ 










21,189 


44,300 


$9,052,803 


$35,096,496 


109+ 


287+ 





CITIES OF DIVERSIFIED INDUSTRIES. 





30,056 
16,005 


84,655 
25,448 
22,037 
18,707 


$12,062,357 
6,039,925 


$73,417,460 
17,823,032 
15,476,206 
15,210,714 


181+ 

59+ 


508+ 
253+ 










46,060 


150,847 


$17,102,282 


$121,927,412 


227+ 


612+ 





RESIDENTIAL CITIES. 



Cambridge — 

Chelsea 

Somerville. .. . 

Newton 

Maiden.: 

Quincy 

Northampton.. 
Newburyport . 

Totals 



29,112 
14,403 



12,976 



56,491 



70,028 
27,909 
40,152 
24,379 
23,031 
16,723 
14,490 
13,947 



$16,615,223 
5,271,943 



$26,589,077 



$67,471,925 
20,798,339 
32,557,500 
36,159,025 
17,257,475 
13,677,410 
9,194,091 
9,646,770 



$206,762,535 



140+ 
93+ 



7+ 



308+ 



306+ 

294+ 



105+ 



677+ 
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The cities now have nearly 62 per cent of the population, 
nearly 72 per cent of the taxable property and in thein is 
invested nearly 67 per cent of the industrial capital of the 
State. This implies that the interests of the cities are no 
longer quite identical with the interests of the towns. 

I have shown that the effect of immigration, both directly 
on account of the presence of the foreign born and also in- 
directly through the native born of foreign parentage, is much 
greater in the cities than in the towns. The foreign born have 
entered citizenship. A comparison as to the increase or de- 
crease in 1885 as compared with 1875, in the proportion of 
foreign born voters in each municipality now having a city 
government, shows that seven cities out of the total number 
show a slight decrease. These are Holyoke, Newton, Pitts- 
field, Somerville, Springfield, Waltham, and Worcester. All 
others show an increase. Bearing in mind that the percent- 
age of foreign born voters of total voters for the State is 
22.31, it will be understood how great is the concentration of 
foreign born voters in cities. Fall River, for example, has 
49.95 per cent of its total voters foreign born, — about one- 
half; Boston about one-third. In this respect each city has 
but slightly changed since 1875. The leading textile cities — 
Fall River, with 49.95 per cent of its voters foreign born ; 
Holyoke, with 40.76 per cent; Lawrence, with 45.12 per cent ; 
Lowell, with 33.47 per cent — and the city of Woburn, with 
its extensive leather industry, 89.72 per cent, outrank all 
others in this comparison. Brockton, Lynn, and Haverhill, 
leading boot and shoe cities, have a relatively small propor- 
tion of foreign-born voters, the percentages being, respect- 
ively, 13.80, 16.91, and 12.80 ; in each case considerably below 
the percentage for the State. 

These comparisons indicate that public opinion in Massa- 
chusetts will in the future be largely controlled by the cities, 
and also that it will be different from what it has been in 
the past. I do not say it will be less effective upon moral 
questions, I only point out that it is likely to express some- 
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what different views from those which have sometimes pre- 
vailed respecting matters of public interest. 

Of course the social problems are complicated by the rapid 
increase of our cities. In fact, in Massachusetts they make 
our social problems. There are two extremes that are opposed 
to civilization, — life in the city slums and life in the back- 
woods. Both these extremes we seem likely to touch. They 
are not equally dangerous, but they are equally undesirable. 
Between them lies that most attractive form of modern life, 
that which is possible under the best conditions near the city 
but not in it. Probably nowhere in this country is a better 
example of that life than is found in the environs of Boston, 
within a circle extending 12 miles from the State House. 
The cities and towns within this circle had in 1885 a popula- 
tion of 731,746, or 37.68 per cent of the entire population. 
The present population is 872,482, or nearly 39 per cent of 
the population of the State. The rate of increase in these 
cities and towns is somewhat greater than the rate of increase 
for the State. The proposition has recently been advanced 
to unite all these suburban cities and towns to the City of 
Boston. Whether this is done or not, one may hope that the 
type of life represented in these municipalities may continue. 

There is no immediate danger of overcrowding in Massa- 
chusetts cities, and sucli instances of overcrowding as may 
undoubtedly be found in some quarters of Boston, and in 
some of our manufacturing towns, need not exist. Upon the 
outskirts of each city is a suburban district which may be 
easily connected with the business sections, so that increasing 
population within city limits need not here mean, as it has 
meant in so many European cities, crowded tenements with 
their inevitable evils. 

Among the agencies which will do much to counteract the 
dangers attending the growth of cities are : — 

1. Such a modification of our tax system as shall prevent 
so far as possible the holding of unoccupied land for specu- 
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lative purposes, and shall foster rather than retard the owner- 
ship of homes. 

2. The further development of co-operative banks or build- 
ing associations. 

3. The extension of systems of rapid transit, and the fur- 
ther introduction of electricity as a motive power. 

4. The enforcement of existing laws, and such further 
legislation as may be necessary, respecting the sanitary 
inspection and control of tenements. 

5. The general advancement of the wage-earning classes. 
Each of these agencies seems likely to operate in Massa- 
chusetts. 



